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GRAND and, IMPORTANT. 


. E 8 1 1 0 N 
FURTHER DEBATED. 


27 NAY Neighbour ; our late 
Conference, and the candid 
Manner of your receiving and 
returning the Freedom I then 
took with you, has encouraged me-to take this 
firſt Opportunity to renew the ſame. And, the 
Subject of it being not only of the utmoſt Impor- 
tance, but what comes alſo properly under the 
Cognizance of the Clergy; I have conſulted this 
Reverend and Learned Gentleman, who has obs 
liged me with his Company in this Viſit And [ 
doubt not but to receive the Thanks of both, _ 
beilig = lnſtrument to make yow On” 


oF 


[16.031 | 


2 . 4 14... 


. This Vint I take as . Proof of 8 
F riendſhip : And your coming thus accompanied, 


lays me under a double Ob ation.—Rev. Sir, I 
rejoice at any Occaſion of being perſonally made 
known to a Gen 


walk in here, Gentlemen; and accept of the beſt 
Acknowledgement I am capable of making for 
ſuch a Favour. 

Vic. The F avour, Sir, 1 take to be done to my- 
ſelf, by my good Friend's introducing me, and 
your obliging Reception of this Teſtimony of my 
Reſpects; which I would have paid you, ſooner, if 


I had not waited for ſuch an happy Opportunity as 


this, to be aſſured, that a Viſit from me would not 
be an unſeaſonable Interruption of the contempla- 
tive Pleaſure which you ſeem to enjoy in this Re- 
tirement. 

VM. Indeed, Sir, as the World goes now, I ſee 
very little Inducement to be fond of it. I had been 
long ago under a folemn Engagement to renounce 
its Pomps and Vanities ; and the longer I live in it, 
I ſee daily more and more Reaſon to enforce that 


Renunciation. For, whoever looks attentively A- 
broad among the various Tranſactions now com- 


mon in the World, and conſiders, how little Re- 
gard is paid to the true old Principles of either Re- 
ſigion or Morality, and bow much the mean, ſor- 
did, mercenary Views of ſelfiſh Intereſt, and vain 
Pleaſures, have corrupted the Generality of Man- 
kind, both as to the Credenda and the Agenda, the 


Soul- ſaxing Articles of Rqvegled Religion, no leſs 
N than 


tleman, whoſe Character and Merit | 
I have long been acquainted with.—Be pleaſed to 


1 
than the Moral Laws of a good Life, might be 


tempted to think, the Time near, which is intima- 
ted in the Goſpel, that «when the Son of Man com- 
#th * he ſhall hardly find Faith on the Earth! Yer, 
Sir, I would not have you miſtake me for a Timon, 
or a Diogenes. 1 have a juſt Eſteem and Veneration 
for Integrity, wherever I find it: And no Man is 
more inclin'd, than I am, to cultivate a friendly 
Correſpondence with ſuch a one; though poſſibly, 
our Sentiments, in ſome Points, my not be more 
exactly a- like, than our Features are. But, in the 
Abſence of ſuch, I entertain myſelf, as well as I 
can, among zheſe Gentry in Leathern Jackets, 
ſome or other of which contributes to render ay | 
Leiſure-Hours agreeable. | 1 

V. And you ſeem to have a fair Choice been 
the Purpoſe. r 
C. G. That you will find he has, in this well- 
furniſhed Book-caſe. And I can aſſure you, Sir, 
from my own Experience, that my Neighbour 
keeps them all in ſuch Order, that he has them 
ready at Hand, to. vouch for any thing he requires 
of them. | 

N. Such as they are, Gentlemen, any of hem 
are at either of your Command; as I myfelf mall 
always be proud to be at your Service. 8 

V. You are extremely obliging, Sir. And now, 
I muſt tell you, This worthy Gentleman, who has 
been the Maſter of the Ceremonies, to introduce me 
to this fayourable Audience, has not only given me 
* * St. Late Will. v. 
SG | a full 


66] 
a full Relation of what paſſed between you, at your 
late Conference, but has farther obliged me with the 
Conference itſelf at length, as it is now in“ Print, (I 
| preſutne) by the Conſent of both Parties. And 
here it is. 

N. That is according to my Wiſh. And there- 
Pn I hope, Sir, we ſhall, both of us, receive the 
Benefit of your Sentiments and Judgment upon that 
Grand and Important Queſtion. | 
V. The Queſtion itſelf here before us, is indeed of 
ſuch a ſerious Nature, and grand Importance, as 
will give you a Right to demand (what my Office 
and Duty alſo oblige me to declare) my Judgment 
(ſuch as it is) upon the whole. But, whatever the 
Caſe had been, you ſhould have commanded my 
Sentiments, with. all the Fidelity of a Caſuiſt, and 
the Freedom of a Friend. 

N. I hope then, Sir, you are convinced, that, 
though I have never appeared, among the reſt of 
my Neighbours, (who have the Benefit of your 
good Offices and Inſtructions) at the Pariſh-Church, 
it is neither out of Di/affefion to the Church of 
England, nor any perſonal Prejudice againſt your- 
ſelf. But, ſince Providence has now placed me, 
where I cannot enjoy the Opportunities of public _ 
Worſhip, nearer my Home, in our good Old En- 
gliſþ Way, to which I have always been accuſtom- 
ed, I have been forced to take the Pains, as often 
as I poſſibly can, to reſort to it at ſome Diſtance ; 
.contenting myſelf, in the mean time,. with bewail- 


* Grand and Important Qugſſion. 
ing 


1 
ing, in Secret, the unhappy Occaſion of our Divi- 
ons, and waiting, with Faith, Patience and Hu- 
mility, for God's good Time, to heal our Breaches, 
and reſtore our Church to Peace and Unity ; that 
we may all meet again as Friends in the Houſe of 


God, and there join in our common Supplications, 


with one Accord, that ſo we may become intitled to 
the conditional Promiſe. which Chris himſelf was 
pleaſed to make to his: 7887 10 — n Rg- 
guehts. 


tained an Objection againſt certain Prayers, now 
uſed in our public Liturgy, which ſome People ar 
pleaſed to except againſt as IMM All 
N. That's true, Sir. And, if there were no 
other Cauſe for it, I preſume, they who are con- 
ſcious of ſuch Immorality, are at leaſt, fairly excuſ- 
able, for their not appearing at any public Wor- 
ſhip, which they cannot join in with the reft of the 
Congregation. But this, you know, Sir, is ſuch a 
tender Point, as cannot be touched with the F ree- 
dom that is requiſite in a fair Conference! 
C. G. That Point indeed is tender, and ſo is Con- 
ſcience too. Conſidering this, therefore, as a. Caſe 
of Conſcience,” (properly ſo called,) I take the Li- 
berty to deſire you, without any Scruple, to open 
your Heart freely: Upon this Aſſurance, that you 
may ſafely depend upon this worthy Clergyman's 
Word, and my Honour alſo, that no Advantage what- 
ſoeyer ſhall be taken againſt you, from any thing 
that you ſhall think fit to ſay here, in order to 
the 3 up; ſo important a Queſtion. | 
3 N. 1 


V. By. this bow, 1 perceive that you horn qua 


18 
N. I have no Reaſon to entertain mann 
of dither, Ro M a4 
V. The Caſe may be put 2 * clear a men as 
not to leave any room for Doubt or Miſapprehen- 
Hon: As the Learned Dr. Bennet, in order to 
Horten the Controverſy, and to argue with the Nonju- 


rors upon their own' Principles, thought fit (amongſt | 
other Conceſſions) to let it be granted, That the 


« late Revolution was utteriy Unjuſtifiable, and that 
e the Se/tlement, conſequent upon it, was utterly 
% Null *; ſo, Iſhall take the like Liberty, to grant, 
That the mn now in Queſtion, had no. other 
Foundation, or Authority, but what was grounded 
upon, and the immediate b of, the late 
Revolution. 

VN. Then, Sir, as 1 am hire aHowed to gur 
upon the Principles of the Nonjurors, it ſeems, of 
Courſe, to be granted, That the Depo/ing of King 


James II. and Teting up the Prinze of Orange (as 


King William III.) in his Throne, was utterly un- 
Fuſtiſable; the neceſſary Conſequence whereof muſt 
be, That the Prince, ſo unjuſtifiably: ſet up, was not 
a lawful King, but (confeſſedly) an Uſurper of the 
"Hereditary Throne! Now, upon: theſe Conceſſions, 
it cannot be denied, that the Subjects were all in- 


diſpenſably bound to adhere faithfully to their 


King fo unjuſtiſiabiy depoſed ; and the more ſo, in 
juſt Reſentment of the Injuries he had received, 
and the Injuſtice done him by an unnatural Rebel- 
nn you Re Inſtead — which, our _ 


 * Nonj. * Schül. p. 6. 932 
LY. liſhed 


1 N 

bliſhed Liturgy has been interlarded with ſeveral 
Prayers, which (according to the Principles here 4 
taken for granted) ate underſtood to bean ex- 
preſs Avowry of Uſurpation, and its Abettors ; an 
impidus Denunciation of Curſes againſt our tightful 
Sovereign and all his Atherents ; and cotifequently | 
a Blaſphemous Affront and Abomination to bur 
Tighteous God ; particularly, by praying to him to 
proſper what he has, over and over, doomed to 
everlaſting Puniſtiment, and to confound thoſe of 
whom he has, as openly, declared Himſelf to be the 
Patron and Protector. 
V. But, all the other Parts of the Wr re- 
main nevertheleſs, pure and unexceptionable, as 
they were before, without any Alteration. © 

N. So they are ſuppoſed to be. Bat. that is 


another Confideration. 
A V. Upon that Suppeſition, however, any"; pious 
| | and devour. People de Rlll chink vhenfetves'bound 


to keep to their /Churth, and frequent her Prayers; 
| though, potty, ſome of them may have been un- 
| happily poſſeſſed, as you are, with dag ont and 
| Objections to ſome of the Petitions. - 
| N. Do any of thoſe, either by weit Voice or 
3 Geſture, Hgnify a Diſſont to any Part sor 2 
V. Never, to my Knowledge. | 
W. Then, they muſt al be proſirned to join in 
13 the whole Office; and To to render it indeed their | 
Common Prayer. But, for my Part, ſinee I eannot, | | 
in 'Conſcience, join in the whole, I think it incumn- l 
bent upon me, both in Prudence and Principle, 9 
not to come there at all. ; = 
2 B V. Why 


[20] 
= V. Why fo, I pra ou, Sir? | 
| N. B e Sir, i i th 5 lace, if t\ was s there, at 
any Tit ſhould e m 4 bound, t to give ſome 
public die of my Dif ſent to ſuch Particulars, as I 
could not heartily allet to, left 1 ſhould be thought 
to join in the Immoral Prayers as well as the reſt. 
And therefore, I forbear, in Prudence, to come at 
all, to avoid the giving Offence to others, by the 
Singularity of ſuch a public Notification, In the 


next Place, 1 think it not conſiſtent with the Princi- 


ples of true Chriſtian Sincerity. and Simplicity, to 
ſeem to be what I am not, to appear where I ought 
not, or to do any thing with a doubting Conſcience ; 
all, or any of which muſt needs be Inſtances of 
deteſtable Hypocriſy in the ur Eyes of an All-ſee- 
ing God. 

V. So far I muſt own, your Practice is conſiſtent 
and commendable. But, thoſe who are not ac- 
quainted with your real Motives, may be apt to 
take Offence at your total Abſence, and ſuſpe& 
you to be a Papiſt, or a Diſſenter, or, perhaps, (what 
ſeems to be too common in other Places, though, (I 
thank God, we e know of none ſuch here) of no Reli 
gion at all! 1 

N. I cannot help that. I am not n 
for other People's miſtaken Notions or Prejudices; 
and therefore content myſelf with the Teſtimony of 
a good Conſcience. I endeavour to do my own 
Duty, as punctually as I can, (like Daniel“) with- 
out Pharaſaical Oſtentation, in my own Cloſet, 
when 1 am unavoidably n from enjoying 


Dan. vi. 
the 


{ar 


the Benefit of it in a more public Manner. And if 


our worthy Friend here had not giyen me ſuch 
a fair Occaſion, as he did, to explain myſelf. to him, 


I ſhould ſtill have clothed myſelf with 1 my Integrity, 


and left the partial World to their own idle Con- 
jectures. 
V. But now, to return to the Queſtion : "Si nce 


there are but two or three of thoſe which the Nonju- 


rors call immoral Prayers, (ſuppoſing them to be ſuch, 
whilſt all the reſt of them are good and lawful, will 
not the Duty, of joining with the Church in all the 


reſt, warrant your being preſent at thoſe few Parti- 
culars, againſt * you are ſo Rrongly pre- 


judiced? 


N. Were it allowable for me, to notify my Diſ- 
ſent, in public, before the Congregation, ſomewhat 


might be ſaid as to thoſe Particulars. But, neither 


are thoſe ſo few, as they may by ſome be reckon- 
ed, (for there are many ſuch Expreſſions in the 


Liturgy, . which plainly refer to the whole Ser- 


vice, and to every particular Petition offered up to 


God therein, without Diſtinction:) Neither can 
any one there preſent, reaſonably expect, or deſire, 


ſuch an Allowance to notiß his Diſſent in public, to 


any Part of the Service, for the Reaſons e 
hinted at. 


J. I remember, i in . of Mr. Dodwell's Wri- 


tings, that eminently - learned Nonjuror ſays, He 


was allowed to notify bis Diſſent to thoſe Prayers; 
and therefore, did not ſeparate from the C hurch on 


that account. 


— 
% - 
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Fad). 

N. I know it well. Here is the very Paſſage * 
in MS. which you allude to. But, if you pleaſe to 
look it over again, you will perceive, that he ſays, 
He never pramiſed Separation on account of the Un- 
lawfulneſs of thoſe Prayers, whilſt be was permitted 
to notify his Diſſent. This ſhews, that whatever 


Permiſſion he might then have, or whoever did 
prefume to indulge him with it, it could be but for 
 a-while ;,| that is, till the Schiſmm was formed ; (of 
which this Gentleman and 1 have had ſome former 
Diſcourſe:) For, ſince that Time (Mr. Dodwell 
himſelf tells us,) he could no longer n but re- 
ſolved That to be the Cauſe of Separation. 

V. You ſee, however, that, ſuppoſing no Schilm, 
you might have chat learned Man's Practice, as 


well as his Opinion, to warrant you, in the j joining 
with Us in the Main of our Service. For, it 1s 


plain, he did not think it warrantable, (much leſs. 


neceſſary) for any Man to ſeparate from the Com- 
munion of the Church, pes account rod ſome un- 
lawful Prayers uſed in her. 

NM. Whatever was his Praftice, his 8 
leaſt, ſeems to have been in our Favour. For, 
here, you ſee, he allows, in general, That fnful 
Prayers are not 40 be joined in: And affirms alſo of 
theſe, in particular, that they cannot be excuſed from 
Sin. From ' whence it neceſſarily follows, That 
thoſe, who join in ſuch (confeſſedly) inexcuſable 
Prayers, cannot excuſe themſelves from being in- 


vglved in the contagious Guilt of Sin, (and conſe- 


: * Anſwer to Biſhop Stillingfleet's Queries. 


quently, 


1 ——ũ—— v0 — „ —B as 


tat 


quently, are bound in Conſcience to ſeparate from 

them ;) though there were indeed no Schiſm in the 
Caſe, even in Mr. Dodwell's en, which you 
refer to. 

JV. But here, ir, you em to e 
Force of his Argument, in the Minor Propoſition, 
as you have ſtated it. For, the Prayers which Mr. 
Dodwell ſays, cannot be encuſable from Sin, are (as he 
explains himſelf,) thoſe which are made for: Profpe- 
rity on Arms turned againſt @ Prince to whom we had 
taken antecedent Oarns, and whoſe Right we have, 
by lawful. Oatbs, ſworn to maintain; and the only 
Perſons here. ſpoken of, as] inexcuſable on that ac- 
count, are fuch as are under Fey en of thoſe 
OATHS. 

N, Pardon me, Sir! I am \ Hot inſenũble, that 
this was the immediate Caſe. of Mr. Dadwell him- 
ſelf, and many others then living; who had taten 
antecedent Oatbs to King James II. Ax D HIS Heirs, 
whoſe Rights they were thereby ſworn to maintain. 
But, though there are few, or none, perhaps, now 
ſurviving among us, who can be, immediately 
and perſonally, under the fame Obligation of antece- 
dent Oaths : Yet, you muſt admit this to be an un- 
doubted fundamental Maxim, That every Subject 
is. bound, by his NATURAL/ALLEGIANCE, to ad- 
here ſtedfaſtly to his rightful Sovereign, and as con- 
ſcientiouſly to affert and maintain his juſt Rights, 
as if he had laid himſelf under the additional OB. 
gation of a Thouſand Oaths ; which, if contrary to 
his Natural Allegiance, would be all null in them- 
ves, and bind him to nothing but Repentance. 


V. The 


| [14] 
V. The Maxim is indiſputable; but the Con- 
r is about the Application of it. 
N. . Surely, that cannot admit of any Controver- 
ſy, upon the Principles of the Nonjurors, and the 
Conceſſions which they are allowed (as before) to 
take thar Advantage of. And, as T am here (as it 
were) aſſigned to be of Council for them, with the 
uſual Indulgence, to ſay what I can for my Clients, 
permit me, Sir, to obſerve, That, for any Eugliſo 
Subject to join, or ſeem. to join, in Prayers, for the 
Profperity of Arms turn'd againſt a Prince, to whom 
he is bound by Natural Allegiance, (without the 
Addition of an Oath) to be true and faichful, can- 
not be excuſed from Sin. 

J. Mr. Dodwell could not but know, that he 
was under the Obligation of NaTur AL AtLeciance, 
as well as that of OaTas : And yet, under that 
double Obligation of both, he did not judge any 


| thing in the Prayers to be a juſtifiable Cauſe of Se- 


peration from the Church. 
N. But he plainly ſhews, chat he did neither 


join, nor ſo much as ſeem to join, in thoſe Prayers, 
which he, at the ſame Time, calls anlauful and 
ſinful : And he fairly intimates alſo, That he would 
have /eparated, on that account, if he had not been 
(as he tells us, however unaccountably) permitted to 
netify kis Diſſent. 


V. Why do you call it unaccountable ? 
N. Becauſe, I think, his Preſence there, where, 


he knew before-hand, ſuch Immoral Prayers were to 
be uſed, was w4naccountable : And who there could 
. be 
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be authoriſed to indulge him with a. Permiſſion to 
diſſent from any Part of an eſtabliſhed and preſcrib- 
ed Form of Common-Prayer,'is to me no leſs unac- 
countable. I know, that God himſelf hath not given 
amy Man a, Licence to fin. And much leſs wm 
fore may any Man have Authority to tate it, 
give it to another. Upon which Grounds, I 92 
ſwade myſelf, That if 1 ſhould come to your 
Church, and there, by ſome; public. Mark of Diſ- 
tinction, notify my Diſſent to ſuch of the Prayers as 
I could not join in, ſuch a Singularity of Behaviour 
would give a much greater Offence. to the whole 
Congregation, as well as to ;your/elf, than my not 
coming at all. This I ſay, with the more Aſſurance, 
upon the Authority of a late eminent Prelate of 
your own Revolution Church; who, treating pro- 
feſſedly of this very Subject, has abſolutely con- 
demned this Practice, as being, in it ſelf, a Scarsm 
IN THE CHURCH, and may be a greater . 
than a SEPARATION FROM IT | 

V. That is, indeed, to your Purpoſe, if you can 
| ſhew me ſuch an Authority. 

C. G. That, I dare ſay, he will. For, my Neigh- 
bour does not uſe to argue without Book. | * 

VN. Be pleaſed then, Sir, to look upon this. It 
is a ſecond Letter, written by Dr. Kennet,” (then 
Dean, and, ſoon after, Biſhop, of Peterborough) to 
the then Biſhop (Nicbolſan) of Carliſie: Wherein 
you will ſee the Cenſure he paſſed: on this Practice, 
in the very Words I now cited; and moreover, 


„ Feclus xv. 20. » 
what 


1 
what Arguments he would have made vſe of, do 
convinice-ſuch Perſons : After Which lie conchudes 
his Reſolution, and Determination of the Cafe, 
cus; If (ſays be) after ſome -'Confideration, 
<'they Mionld Rill perſevere in it, 1 would defre 


* them to STAY AT Hou: And if, notwith- 
< ſtanding, they would" come to my Church, and 


e openly diem from thoſe Prayers, I would again 
<« di” ͤ them; and, upon their Contempt, I 
* would refuſe to give the Holy Sacrament to them. 
* And according to their following Behaviour, I 
e would further proceed with * chem.” 

V, But, if a Man comes to e. Church, a 
there bęehaves himſelf orderly, without any Diſtinc- 
tion, of Voice or Geſture, from the reſt of the 
Congregation, there is no Cauſe of Offence given, 
nor any Occaſion for taking it: For, then, there is 
not the leaſt Breach of the Conformity and Unifor- 
mity required by the Diſcipline of the Church; 
but (in Obedience to the Apoſtolical Canon) a 
Things are done decbutly, und in Order; or (as it is 
expreſſed in the Original, with a particular Empha+ 
fis). according to the Ox DER T PRESCRIBED. ..\ .\ 

N. Yet ſtill, ſuch outward Conformity and Uni- 


formity is not all that is requiſite to Chriſtian Com- 


munion in Common-Prayer. For, (as I hinted be- 


fore) Cbriſt's gracious Promiſe to accept our Prayers, 
and grant aur Requeſts, was expreſiy Conditional; 
namely, that we muſt agree together, as e 


9 Second Letter to the Biſhop of ca 1716 P. 25—29. . 
+ Cor. xiv. 40. 
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EVERY THING that we * aft of him. Where, 
though I do not affect to be a Critic in the learned 
Languages, I know, that the Original Text (Svugu- 
viowow Tips walt) doth plainly require ſuch an exact 
Agreement in every Part, as is that of Symphony, or 
Harmony in Muſic, which will not bear the leaſt 
jarring Note or Sound: And accordingly, we read, 
that, when he was pleaſed to fulfill his Promiſe, to 
ſend down upon them the Holy Ghoſt, the Comforter, 
the Apoſtles and Brethren were devoutly aſſembled 
together, at Common-Prayer, with one Accord: 
Where (as alſo in the other parallel Texts) the Ori- 
ginal Word is (6elvyalty) emphatically expreſſive 
of ſuch an Accord and Agreement, in every Paxticu- 
lar of their Service, as if the whole Congregation 
had had but one Heart and Soul among them, and 
been cloſely united in one Mind, as well as in one 
Voice, and one + Place. 

V. T own, your Criticiſm is juſt. And I remem- 
ber, how agreeable thereto, the learned and pious 
Biſhop Beveridge argues the Neceſſity and Advantage 
of public Prayer; and eſpecially, that of our eſta- 
bliſhed Liturgy, over the novel Way of Extempo- 
rary Prayer: Where he inſiſts upon Chriſt's Pro- 
miſe, as properly belonging to ours, as to any 
Prayers that can be made; not only, becauſe they _ 
are ſuch as we all agree in before-band; but alſo, 
there is not any thing in them contrary to the Ward of 
God, or  nndecoming his Service. And, ſurely, io 


* St. Marth. xviii. 19, 20 
F Aut ii. I, 


. great 
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great and good a Man, would never have urged 
this, if he had been conſcious of any ſuch thing in 
our Prayers, during his Time, who flouriſhed, 
with great e W Years after the Re- 
vol uin. 

N. All this I know. But, nevertheleſs; give me 
Leave to obſerve, that the Book which you refer 
to, was not printed till after his Death; as you may 
ſee by the Preface to it: (Here it is:) So that, if 
it was written before the Revolution, he might then 
very truly inſiſt upon thoſe Arguments. And that 
it was then written, appears to me very evident, both 
from the Subject itſelf, and the manner of his en- 
forcing it. For, the Subject was what he had en- 
gaged in, at leaſt, ſeven Vears before the Revolution, 
in an excellent Sermon, to which he refers in this 
Book. And ſome of his Arguments here are 
plainly ſuch, as he could never have inſiſted on, or 
propoſed, if written ſince the Alterations were made 
in our Liturgy in Conſequence of the Revolution. 
Be pleaſed only to take notice of this Paſſage, 
where he ſays, In the public Prayers of the 
Church we keep cloſe to the Condition of the Pro- 
< miſe. We aſk nothing but what we all agree be- 
<« fore-hand ſhall be aſked:. All the Clergy in Eng- 
„land, by their Procurators in Convocation, and 
all the Commons, by their Repreſentatives in 
<« Parliament, agreed together touching every thing 
e that ſhould be aſked every Day in the Tear: 


* And ſo do all that come to the Prayers. They all 
« know before, what ſhall be then aſked ;: and ac- 


* cordingly agree in | the * of it: And therefore 
„have 
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<« have ſure Grounds to believe, that God, accord- 
<* ing to his Promiſe, will do it for * them.” Now, 
Sir, can it be ſuppoſed, that ſuch a Man as Dr. Be- 
veridge, could have expreſſed himſelf in ſuch ftrong 
Terms as theſe, if the Prayers now in Queſtion had- 
then been made a Part of our public Liturgy ? | 

V. You know, Sir, he was made a Biſbop after 
the Revolution, when thoſe Prayers were in conſtant 
Uſe, as an effential Part of the public Liturgy ; 
And it does not appear, that he eyer made any Ex- 
ception to them. 

N. But he very well knew a great many — 
did, and why: And therefore he could not * 
then affirmed, that there was Nothing, in the 
Prayers of the (Revolution) Church, but what aLL 
AGREED IN Zhe aſking. Neither would it have 
been conſiſtent with his Character (who was himſelf 
a Member of the Convocations in the Times you 
ſpeak of,) to vouch ſuch an unanimous Agreement of 
all the Clergy in Convocation, and all the Commons 
in Parliament, for the new Revolution- Prayers, ſince 
it does not appear, that thoſe new Prayers were ever 
fairly debated in, or referred to, either af thoſe Aſ- 
ſemblies, for their Approbation. J | 

C. G. For my Part, indeed, Sir, I am more in- 
clined to believe that this Book was written before 
the Revolution, (as my Neighbour ſeems fairly to 
conclude,) than to ſuppoſe a Man of Biſhop Beve- 


ridge's excellent ne to be e of f ſuch « J 
glaring cn. TI 


« Broeridg of Prayer 1709, p. 52. ROT 
C 2 V. So 
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V. 80 knen let it paſs, if you pleaſe. 

VNV. But, before we take Leave of him, excuſe 
my repeating a Tmatt Remark made upon him by 
his Brother Slg fret. Though he was afterwards 
Biſhop of St. Afapb, yet he had formerly refuſed 
Bath and Wells, on Biſhop Kenn's Deprivation. 
This/ 1. Occaſion to various Cenſures. Among 
the reſt, that of Biſhop Stilling fleet is memorable, 
and directly applicable to our preſent Controverſy, 
as here follows, If (ſays he) it be unlawful, to 
© ſucceed a deprived Biſhop, then he is the Biſhop 
«of the Dioceſe ſtill: And then the Law that de- 

« prives him is #0 Law; and conſequently, the 
„King and Parliament that made that Law, 10 
« King nor Parliament] And how can this be re- 
<« conciled with the Oath of Allegiance, "unleſs the 
e Dottor can fwear Allegiance to him who is 0 King, 
e and hath no Authority to govern ? If the deprived 
<< Biſhop be the only lawful Biſhop, then the People 
* and Clergy of his Dioceſe are hound to own 
« him, and no other : Then, all Biſbops, who own 
„ the Authority of a new Arch-Bifſhop, and live in 
„ Communion with him, are ScursMATICKS ; and 
<* the Clergy, who live in Communion with Schiſma- 

e tical Biſhops, are Schi/maticks themſelves; and 
the whole Cnvgca of England, now eſtabliſhed 
„by Law, is ScursMaTjcaL, and Dr. Beveridge 
*© himſelf a Schi/matick, if he communicate with it, 
And thus, we have wo Church, or only a Schi/ma-” 
* tical Church, as well as no King! And all that 
** Dr. Beveridge has got, by refuſing a Biſhopric, i is 
to prove himſelf a Schiſmatick, if he live in Com- 

$6 munion, 
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60 munion, or to make a Schiſm, if he n 0 
« from it.” 

C. G. This ſhews aa how abſurd it is, to 
build implicitly upon the perſonal Authority of any 
Man, (how popular or eminent ſoever,) fo as to 
make his Practice, and Example, à Standard for 
the Direction of other Men in Caſes of Conſcience; 
ſince, after all, it muſt be acknowledged, that the 
beſt of Men are liable to Errors and HHS, Int 
Judgment, as well as in Practice. 

N. Very true, Sir. And give me Leave to ſay, 
That, ſo far as human Judgment can be of any 
Force, I think, none ought to be of greater Autho- 
rity, in this Caſe, than that of our late moſt Reve- 
rend Primate (Archbiſhop Sancraft) himſelf, whoſe 
Learning, Piety, ſteady Principles, and uniform 
Practice, are well known, to have been equal (at 
leaſt) to the beſt of your Beveridges, Dodwells, Nel- 
ſons, or any that can be named on the other Side. 

V. His Judgment, it is true, in this Point, appears 
plain enough, from his Practice; ſince he choſe to 
ſuffer the Loſs of his All, rather than comply with 0 
ſuch Terms as he judged to be unlawful. Bur, it 
ſeems, he was'too cautious and reſerved, ever to de- 
clare his o.] proper Sentiments concerning the 
Prayers in Queſtion, © 

NM. So far the contrary, that here I can ew ou 
an unexceptionable Teſtimony, That, when ſeveral 
Perſons of Reputation waited on His Grace, before 
he was forced 'to leave Lambeth, to beg his Judg- 


* Vindication of Authority to fill the Sees, 1691. 4to. p. 15, 16. 


ment, 
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ment, (as a Caſe of Conſeience,) about going to the 
then public Worſhip, His Grace anſwered them, 


frankly and very clearly, That, if they did, they 
would NEED THE Af, at the ae a0 Well 
as at the Beginning. 

V. I never heard this before But I cannot Ai 
pute your Authority 

N. Toreturn, thadore; if you a 2 to our for- 
mer Argument: We all know, that it was upon the 
expreſs Condition, and in Confidence of an unanimous 
Agreement, in every particular of the publick Ser- 
vice, that the Great St. Chryſaſtom claimed the Be- 
nefit of Chriſt's Promiſe to his Church, to grant their 
Requeſts. Well therefore might the Church of Ex- 
gland adopt the ſame into her authentic Liturgy, 
for daily Uſe, whilſt % her public Prayers were 
fuch as all her Members had indeed Agreed in be- 
fere-hand: Inſomuch, that proper Care and Caution 
was taken, by the unexceptionable Authority of 
both our Church and State, in their reſpective Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Canons and Rubricks, and the Tempo- 
ral Sanction of concurrent Statutes, for the Regula- 
rity and Uniformity thereof, ſo that none other ſhould 
be uſed ; nor otherawiſe, than as it is preſcribed and 
appointed in and by the authentic Book of Common- 
Prayer, without any Addition, Diminution, or Al- 
teration whatſoever : In further Aſſurance whereof, 
it was alſo expreſly provided, That, at the End of 
every Prayer, all the People there preſent, ſhould be 
bound to teſtify their Aſſent thereto, by diſtinctiy 
anſwering, Amen. 


* Mr. DOTY Atteſtation. 
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V. All this, Sir, is undeniably true: And the 
ſame is ſtill in FRO” at this Time, as much as 


ever. 
NV. From Hoi fakes L 1 1. That 
ere Perſon, knowing before - hand, what particu- 
lar Prayers are to be conſtantly offered up, in every 
Day's public Service, is thereby ſufficiently enabled 
to conſider, and judge for himſelf, whether there is 
any thing to be prayed for, which he cannot agree 
to, and heartily join in. 2. That, in ſuch a Caſe, 
he, who cannot join in the whole and entire Office 
and Service, ought not to come there; ſince none 
can be permitted to notify a Diſſent to any one Part, 
more than to another. And, 3. That though, in 
all the Controverſies with the Diſſenters, ſuch a par- 
tial Communion was always diſallowed, and cen- 
ſured as unwarrantable; yet, the Clergy frankly ad- 
mitted, that, if they could prove any thing impoſed 
upon them, as a Condition, or Term of Com- 
munion, that was in itſelf uniawful, as being either 
contrary to God's Word, or unbecoming his Divine Ser- 
vice, then their Separation would be not only juſti- 
fiable, but neceſſary, and free from all. Imputation 
of Schiſm. This is what I was about to enlarge 
upon, in our late Conference, when you (Sir) wp” 


pened to be called away. 0 

C. G. I remember, you was proving, upon the 
Authority of Dr, Stillingfieet, that no Ecclęſiaſtical 
Injunction can oblige a Man to any thing that is 
unlawful': And you intimated, that his Judgment 
was the ſame, of the Neceſſity of a Separation, in 


Caſe of a Civil or Temporal Eſtabliſhment ; for 
I which 
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which you then referred me to another Place, 
where that learned Author had explained his 
Meaning, by a familiar Inſtance. 
NM. Very true. And now, here it is: Where, 
upon the Inquiry, By what Autbority Men ſeparate 


From the Church of Rome! he inſiſts, That we are 
* disjoined from the Communion of the Roman 


Church, that we may keep, up the {trier Union 


« with the truly Catholic and A paſtalic Church. 
And this (ſays he) is not * our ſelues, but 
being caſt out. by an Uſurping Faction in the 
Church, becauſe we would not ſubmit to the un- 
e reaſonable Conditions of Communion impoſed by 
it; the chief whereof is, owning all the U/urpa- 

< giox, which hath by Degrees been brought into it. 
* To make this plain by an Example Suppoſe a 
«« proſperous Uſurper, in this Kingdom, had gained 
« a conſiderable Intereſt in it, and challenged a 
Title to the whole, and therefore required of all 
the King's Subjects, within his Power, to own 
< him to be rightful King: Upon this, many of 
them are forced to withdraw, becauſe they will 
<* not own his Title. Is this an Act of Rebellion; 
« and not rather of true Tah ? Schiſm in the 
4 Church is like Rebellion in the * State.” Now, 
| Gentlemen, if this be of any Authority (as I doubt 
not, but ye will own it is) in the Controverſy be- 
tween the Church of England and that of Rome (ro | 
which it is directly applied, ) I appeal to your own 
Judgment, whether it is not of equal Authority now, 
between the ſame Church and that of the Revolu- 


* Anſwer to ſome Papers, 1686. 4to, p. 22. 
tioniſts, 
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Momfts, upon the before-mentioned Priticiples and 
Conceſſions.” © 1 

L. But, what is here ſaid, of Conditions impoſed 48 
Terms of Commenion, may tequire ſome Diſtinction 
or Explanation.” As the Caſe ſtanda now with us; 
I do not find any new Termt;" or Conditions. impoſed 
upon, or required of yb¹ but, all that is expected, 
is only, chat you would come to Chuteh, 1 che reſt 
of our Neighbours do. 

N. Pardon me, Sir, if! Milappreheb d my When 
J mentioned what Proviſion had been made, by the 
Authority of both our Church and State, for Con- 
formity and Uaiformity in our public Worſhip; 
you was pleaſed to ſay, All theſe are ftill in Forte, 
as much as ever. Now, with Submiſſion, while' 
thoſe Acts, Canons, and Rubricks are in Force, the 
preciſe and uniform Conformity thereto is a Term 
of Communion as much as ever. And, though the 
Circumſtances of the Caſe have been much altered, 
fince the Impoſition of thoſe new Prayers (which 
my Clients are perſuaded to think immoraland/inful;) 
yet they who go to the Churches Where theſe are 
uſed, will be looked upon as bound u, by the old 
Terms of Communion, to fein in, and give their 
ent to, the Prayers in Uſe there, as much as ever 
they were before. But, I cannot conteive, how 
ſuch a Mixture of good and bad Petitions, in the 
ſame Office, can tationally be called Common-Proyer, 
or poſſibly be joined in, with one Accord; nor, con- 
ſequently, how it can make any Claim of Right to 


the Promiſe which Chrift made to his Church, on 


9 | that 
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that expreſs Condition of their Unity and Unanimity, 
as aforeſaid. _. 

C. G. 1 muſt here beg your Leave to ſay, That, 
methinks, it can hardly admit of a Diſpute, that 
where we have only a conditional Promiſe of Accep- 
tance, it would not be Faith, but unwarrantable 
Preſumption, to depend upon Acceptance on any 
Terms, or Notions, of our on, without pexform- 
ing (and much more ſo, when contrary to) the ex- 
preſs Condition: For, whatſoever is not of Faith is 
Sin. And I cannot but ſay, That, if 1 were once 
thoroughly convinced of what you call the Immora- 
tity of any of the Prayers, I ſhould not want many 
more Arguments to become your Convert. 
NM. My Buſineſs is not either to make Profelytes, 
or to propagate Diſaffection. But, when I am fo 
fairly called upon, to account for my own Princi- 
ples and Praftice, I do not only think myſelf at Li- 
berty, but even bound (by the Apoſtle's Precept) to 
be ready to give an Anſwer Þ to every one that aſtetb 
me a Reaſon of the Hope that is in me; and to do the 
ſame with all becoming Meekne/s, Modeſty, and 

Reſpect. 
C. G. How does it appear, that any of the Prayers, 
now in Uſe in our public Liturgy, are immoral, as 
your Clients are pleaſed to call them ? 

N. Plainly enough, upon the Principles of the 
Nonjurors, and the Conceſſions upon which I am 
here allowed to argue. For, granting the Revola- 
tion to have been wnjuſtifiable, and that the excep- 


Kom. xiv. 23. 


+ 1 Per. ii. 15. 
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tionable Prayers have no other Authority but that 
alone, to depend upon, for their having a Place in 
the public Liturgy, my Clients inſiſt, That they 
are not only defective in Point of 'Authirity, but 
finful in their own Nature; and, as ſuch, aJuſt, Gy 
neceſſary Cauſe of Separation. * 

b. 6. But ſtill, this is arguing only u pon ſuch 
Conceſſions as are not generally Soaſenerdlt to, but 
merely for Argument ſake. Have you any other 
Authority to ſupport the ſame, more directly to 
your Purpoſe? 

N. What will you ſay to Biſhop Burnet, if I pro- 
duce him ? 

C. G. His Teſtimony, upon this Point at leaſt, 
will be ſufficient, if you can make him ſpeak to 
your Purpoſe. | 

N. Let me aſk you then, whether you can be- 
lieve, that King James II. was an Uſurper ? _ 

C. G. An Usuzezx ! You aſtoniſh me. What- 
ever other Reflections have been made upon the 
Conduct of that unhappily-miſguided Prince, no 
Man of common Senſe, with any Remains of Mo- 
deſty, will preſume to call him an Uſurper. 

N. Keep your Temper, Sir, and I will ſhew you 
what that famous Biſhop ſays z not in accidental 
Diſcourſe, and by the by, but in a grave and elaborate 
Sermon * pronounced in the Cathedral where 
he preſided. This great, political Caſuiſt, was 
from arguing upon the Conceſſions herein before re- 
ferred to, that he, profeſſedly, and with his wonted 
Zeal, undertook a formal Juſtification of the Revo- 
bution, In order to which, his major Propoſition is, 

D 2 "5 8 "That 


ſo far * 
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+ Phat it is Jawful to defend bürſelves againſt an 
* Uſurper, which none deny:“ To which he adds 
this for the minor, That „4 Prince who aſſumes a 
Power, that he has not, over the Legiſlature, by 
that very Pretenſion, makes himſelf * 'an Uſur- 
per ]“ From whence his Concluſion is memo- 
rable; which I ther fote recommend to your Con- 
ſideration, as directly to my Purpoſe, in his own 
Words. Thus (/ays he) I have deducted the 
„ Grounds, upon Which the RevoLuTiON was car- 
e ried-on and eſtabliſhed ; which muſt be looked 
*© on as a continued Urbar re to this Day, if 
„ tbeſe Principles are not true; All the QaTas ta- 
ken to ſupport it, are ſo many ſolemn PERI U- 
„ RIES; Which are of 0 Force, unleſs. built upon a 
«© juſt Foundation: And, the Prayers we have 
« been offering up, relating to it, are an IMPIOUS 
% PROFANATION OF THE NAME or Gop, if that 
„for which we bleſs + God was unlawful.” 

C. G. Now indeed, Sir, you come home to the 
Point, upon which I have hitherto demurred. The 
Biſhop's Concluſions axg clear enough; and direct- 
ly to your Purpoſe. For, as his minor Propoſition 
is notoriouſly falſe, the Principles, upon which he 
argues here, cannot be true: And conſequently, ac- 
cording; to his o.] Argument, it muſt plainly fol- 
low, That the Revolution being an Uſurpation, all 
the Oaths, and Prayers, in Support of it, are ſq 
many ſolemn Perjuries, and ampious Profanations of 
the Name of God! But, if you think, there is any 
thing more on this Subject, neceſſary to be added, 


\ 


T Sermons at Sa/ifury, g and 7 Now. 1710. p. 10. 


J wiſh, 


+ Ibid. p. 12, 
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I wiſh, with this Reverend! Genflemar's Goriſent, - 
that you would be pleaſed to-proceed. 10 

V. I join in your Requeſt, Sir; hs our Con- 
ference may be both full and free, as is requiſite in 
all Caſes of Conſcience : For, the Truth delights 
not in Obſcurity, and abhors all Diſguiſes. 

N. Firſt then, I preſume, That an uſurped Power 
muſt be confeſſedly defective of any 'AuTronrrTY ; 
and conſequently, that all the Acts of Uſurpers are 
meer Nullities: If therefore, the Prayers in queſtion, 
have no Eſtabliſhment but the bare Injunction of 
ſuch pretended Powers, the Uſe of. them in the 
public Service muſt be unlawful, even though the 
Matter of them were in itſelf unexceptionable. But 
Secondly, What can be ſaid, on the foregoing Prin- 
ciples and Conceſſions, if ;public Prayers be ſo- 
lemnly offered up to the God of all Righteouſneſs, 
in the Behalf of a confeſſed Uſurper, and under the. 
Royal Stile and Title of the rightful Sovereign? If 
the Subjects are required heartily to beſeech Almigh- 
ty God, in expreſs Terms, to firergthen ſuch an 
Uſurper, that. he may vanquiſh and overcome all his 
Enemies !—To be his Defender and Keeper, giving bim 
the Victory over all his Enemies] &c. Are not theſe, 
and ſuch-like, expreſs Prayers, a plain and formal, 
Curſing the rightful Sovereign, and all his Adhe- 
rents; and conſequently, no leſs than open Blaſpbe ; 
my againſt God, and Treaſon againſt his lawful Vice- 
gerent : ? | | 

V. Excuſe me here, Sir, for a ſhort Interrup- 
tion, Do not you ſee, that the Inferences you 


draw from the Prayers here ſpecified, may be quet- 
tioned, 
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tioned, as ſtrained, and concluding more peremp- 
torily, than the Expreſſions do neceſſarily infer ? 
How does it appear ſo plainly, that the Church in- 


tends theſe Prayers againſt, any whom you are con - 
cerned to pray for, or wiſh well to? May not Suc- 
ceſs and Vidtomy be heartily. prayed for over all our 
Enemies in general, with reſpe& only to the Ends of 
Government, that we may lead quiet and peaceable 
Lives in all Godlineſ and Honey? 4 
N. I have met with. this Notion before now, 
which ſome People have ſtrained ſo far, as to endea- 
vour from thence to. infer a neceſſary Duty, to pray 
for all actual Governors, as ſuch, without reſpe& 
to antecedent Right or Titles, or any Diſtinction 
between rightful Sovereigns and Uſurpers ! (as I can 
ſhew you here, among others, in a particular Con- 
troverſy, about twenty Years ago, with Mr. Pa- 
trick Cockburn, late a Miniſter at Aberdeen :) But, I 
could hardly beheve, that ſuch weak Notions could 
ever be ſeriouſly advanced, as Arguments worthy 
of Conſideration, in a Queſtion of ſuch Importance, 
However, Sir, ſince you have done them the Ho- 
riour to give a Hint that way, I preſume upon your 
Pardon and Patience, whilſt I briefly reply; 1. That, 
where the actual Governor has not a proper and in- 
herent Right, but only an uſurped and conteſted 
Title, (as is here ſuppoſed upon the foregoing 
Principles and Conceſſions,) no laſting Peace and 
Quietneſs can reaſonably be expected; neither, con- 
ſequehtly, can we pray with ſuch Faith, as is re- 
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quiſite in all our Prayers, that Peace and Happineſt, 
Truth and Juſtice, Religion und Piety, may be efta- 


bliſhed among us for all Generations. And, a. That 
the before-cited Prayers againſt Enemies, muſt neceſ- 
farily be intended, as I obſerved above, is evident 
to Demonſtration, ' from the very Words them- 
ſelves : Where the foregoing Sentence expreſſing 
the Perſon prayed for by Name, as (be King, the 
ſubſequent. Petition is immediately for him, againſt 
all mis Enemies ! So that in Caſe of an Uſurpasion 
of the Throne, the Prayers ſo offered up, and ap- 
plied, cannot be otherwiſe meant or underſtood, 
than perſonally for the Uſurper, and-his Succeſs in 
all his Undertakings (how wicked ſoever) againſt 
bis ' perſonal Enemies; among whom the rightful 
King, and his faithful en * 1 
iy be the principal. 

C. G. So far, indeed, Sir, 1 muſt own, my 
Neighbour's Reaſoning upon the before- mentioned 
Conceſfions, is unexceptionable. But ſtill, it is not 
clear to me, why, and upon what Grounds, Dr. 
Bennet took upon him, to venture the Iſſue of ſuch 
an Important Queſtion as this is, 0 ſuch large 
and unneceſſary Conceſſion m. 

V. I told you, it was in un a Ges the 
Controverſy. - For, he perſuaded himſelf, that, hy 
an Argument ad hamines, he could ſilence the Nax- 
jurors; and confute them, even upon their own 
Principles. 

N. Inſtead of which, I will here ſhew you a 
Book written by Dr. * Brett: Wherein he under- 
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tholicks, and bis e Cee t be SoHtiMA- 
TICKS. : 

V. A great Undertakin, ial. * But. how he 
has MIS ol himfelf, 1 I ſhall be glad of you? Leave 
to inform myſelf by a catefül Perufat of the 
Book. In the mean time, there ſeems to be no Ne. 
ceſſity of a more particular Diſcyſion of that Point 
of Schiſm, ſince Mr. Dadwell has proved that che 
Schiſm was at nee) on the Death of all the de- 
Prived Biſbops. 

NI know very well har Mr. Dodge wrote 
with that View But thoſe, his later Writings on 
that Subject, were neither conſiſtent with his former 
on the ſame ; nor were they judged ſufficient; to 
juſtify his own Practice in that reſpect, even by the 
other moſt learned Men of either Communion. 
V. How does that.appear ? 

N. By various and ſufficient Proofs. For, in ie 
firſt place, his Caſe in View, as well as his Caſe in 


Fa#, were ſolidly and ſubſtantially anſwer'd by his 


old Friends, from whoſe Communion he thought 


fit to ſeparate on that Event: And even thoſe 
whom he did thereupon join, were Io far from ap- 


proving his Conduct, that his then (by him acknow- 
ledg'd) Dioceſan plainly told him the contrary ; as 
here you may ſee in his own Words. “ Ag for 
< the Schiſm (fays. he) that you have lived in, and 
„ now returned from, I confeſs, 1 think, the 

* Grounds of once living i in it, and now departing 
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* from. it, are almoſt all-equally unJUSTIFIABLE., 
« For Acts vitiated and null in their firſt Original, 
« do not ſeem cAABL R of being corrected, or 
&« made Authoritative, by ſubſequent Accidents. 'In 
« Matters of Order, ſuch a Correction may hap- 
e pen: But, in Matters of Authority, derived from 
„ Commiſſion, I do not thiok any Contingencies that 
e may happen, can give Autbority to that which 
&« was a Nulli! at firſt.“ 

V. But, may it not be objected, chat Biſhop Bur- 
het was a Man of Paſſion; and therefore his Argu- 
ments the leſs to be regarded ? 

VN. Nay, rather the more ſo. For, though that 
Biſhop was reputed a Man of Paſſion, it is well 
known, that he was eager, and proud, to reconcile 
ſuch an eminent Adverſary (as Mr. Dodwell hid 
been) to his Communion ; and therefore, he would 
never have ſtarted ſuch a ſtrong Objection againſt 
it, if the Force of Truth. itſelf had not extorted it 
from him. And befides, if that Notion (as if the 
Schiſm had been at an End by a mere Contingency, and 
the Original Nullity could thereby alone become Au- 
tboritative) had not been generally reckoned among 
Mr. Dodwell's many ſingular Conceits, Novelties and 
Paradoxes, (with which the Biſhop there taxed him, 
we may be ſure, the Doctors Kennet, Bennet, and 
Marſhall, and others, who exerted themſelves, with 
great Zeal, on the ſame Side of the Queſtion, after - 
wards, would not, all, have omitted ſo material an Ar- 
gument for putting an Eud af once to the Controver · 
ſy, and inſtead thereof, have inſiſted (as they did) on 
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vgrious other Topicks, which Mill leave che main 


Queſtion as far krom 2 Pctermination as it was 
before. „ NN 
N But, you know,” Mr. Nelſon dane a Con- 
vert to Mr. Dodwi!''s Notion at that Time; and 
died in the public Communion, as Mr. Dodell did. 

NM. Yes, Sir; and I know how haſty chat Gen- 
tleman was; to follow Mr. Dodell Example. 
Inſomuch, that he had not Patience to wait a tea- 
ſpnable: Time, for what his good Friend Dr. Hickes 
was preparing for his Peruſal on that Subject 
but, ſoon after the Biſhop of Narmicb's Death. 
went over into that which all of them had, till then, 
unanimouſly agreed. to be a;SCHISMATECAL Com- 


ed, by Death, ; ſceing the Strength of that 
learned Doctor's Arguments, he. might, probably, 
have; been kept. ſteady in, or recoyered to, his good 
old Principles, as others of his furviving — 
tance and Friends happily were. This, however, I 
know alſo, that Mr. Nel/on himſelf was. ſo far from 
being clear in the following Mr. DodwelPs new 
Notions, that, in a Letter of his to the ſame Dr. 
Hickes, written at that very Criſis, he expreſly, ſays, 
7 muſt own, I. do not ſee -my. Way clearly at * preſent. 
C. C. What you ſay fills me ſtill, more and more, 


wich” new Scruples, and freſh, Doubts. . I am no 


Stranger to Dr. Hickes's. general for 
Learning and Integrity, though. I have — yet 
ſeen;any of his Writings on the Subject you men- 
tioned; which I lament the more, becauſe of the 


Effect, you ſay, they had on ſome of . 88 
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fou's furviving Friends, though the had not ümleif 
the Benefit of the Liglit 1 to ſhewy him Me 
Way more clearly. | 0130 
N. 5 If you are deſirous to be itt you may freely 
command the Peruſal. But, both of you may be 
pleaſed to remember, that it is not my Buſineſs (as 
told you before,) to make Proſelytes of nen. 
but to juſtify my own Principles and Practice? 

V. As no honeſt Man will be aſhamed, or afraid, 
to ſe the Truth, you need not make any Reſerve, 
at Scruple, to communicate the ſame, on a 1 
Qecaſion, de the Conſequence how it will. 

N. See then, if yau pleaſe} Here is A CdSe: 
ton of Papers, written by "the late R. Reverend 

Groroce Hrekks, D. P. The Subject of which 
is to ſet forth the Conſbitutiun of tbe Catholic Church, 
. Nature and Conſequences of ® Schu. 

. G. But, hy is Dr. Hictes there ſtyled Right 

Revvrenk as if he had affected the Epiſcopal Title; 
whereas we do not ſee his Name in hay! r 
Printed Catalogues of Biſhops ? bay. 

VM. Tou will find here; in the Preface, how he 
was entitled to it; having been conſecrated by three 
of the deprivetl Biſhops : Whereby he became the 
firſt of thoſe of whom Dr. Bennet ſays, It is no 
longer a Secret, that a Succeſſion of ee Bi- 
a ſhips has been continued amongſt F us. And 
this Collektion contains, Firſt, A fair and flendly 
Controvetſy,' between che Author and a'Serjeant ut 
Law, About the Caſe of communicating. with a 
Church which' prays n Alb ; the e 
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#64 Nullity bf . and many beceſ 
r os ara bath of the 
Cleigy and Laity, in all Diſputes relating to the 
dle, n Socicty.- And Secoridly, The Leime The- 
fore hind at) ifteated for Mr. Nel/ex, but which 
he did de lied to reaps the Benefit f: Whirtein 58, 
leanddly and at large, diſcuſſed, the Caſe of Congre- 
 gatiqns mi in they public Devetions ; the proper 
Way, tow Scha! Biſhops may be reſtored to 
Catholic Unity; and cheir Schi doſed, with di- 
Reincke to varigtls Obje#iont upon the whole. 
To which is ſubjoitict; Tn, A Laiter to the 
Auttior; From another Gi, 'defiring further 
Suriofattion, as do Yonie\ Paflages in that of his 10 
Ir. Nahe; tegsther wit 4 full Gi/ever to the 
ſame, by anvider; Bien; (bat at Br. Hicters own 
Requeſt; and with hiv Approbativn ;) with which 
kit Anſwer the Querifwas happily fatisfied, and 
unitely o inced. Thu, Sir, is 8 ſhort Summary 
of the Book you feem: defirous to be 
Ui, all $6 of you are welcome in this Peruſal 
of ir at yous better Leiſure. ' V. 

2 Gb: Sir; vn e infiantely obliged öh you far 
your excellent Eutertalament. It will require ſome 
Time for its proper Digeſics. Ia the mean while, 
aſſurg yourſelf, that, as no worldly Bias ſhall have 
Power to turn us aſide; Io, it hall be my particular 
Cate, inceflantly to beſcech our gnad Lord, to bring 
ws af the Way of Truth; 5228 
urſue the ſame to | good Effect, whatever 
| ragements ve may be encountered * in 

2 of it. gong! "phi | 
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